
Pray for Kajo Keji and Bethlehem 
Heavenly Father 
Creator of all things 
We offer ourselves 

to your service, 
praying that 

the relationship 
between the 

Diocese of Bethlehem 
and the 

Diocese of Kajo Keji 
be renewed 

and strengthened. 
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After six days of travelling throughout Kajo Keji County and 29 
meetings with headmasters, PTAs, school boards, agency heads, 
government officials and development workers, my recent visit to Sudan 
ended with a meeting with church leaders at Kajo Keji’s Diocesan 
Center on January 7. At the close of that meeting, we offered the fol-
lowing prayer for our dioceses and the relationship which binds them. 

News from Kajo Keji by Randall Fegley rafegley@yahoo.com 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
Creator of all things, 
We offer ourselves to your service, 
praying that the relationship between 
the Diocese of Bethlehem and the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji be renewed and 
strengthened. 
We pray for our bishops, Manasseh and 
Paul, that their health be strengthened. 
We pray for Canon Benaiah Poggo 
College and its vital role to the people 
of Kajo Keji. 
We pray for the rebuilding of Kajo 
Keji’s Cathedral in Romogi. 
We pray that the burdens of our 
peoples be lifted. 
In particular we ask that You remember 
the Diocese of Bethlehem and the 
Episcopal Church of the United States 
as it faces many controversies. 

Remember too the people of Ajio and 
others in Kajo Keji who also wrestle 
with divisions. 
We pray for the poor from the grass-
lands of Liwolo and Romogi to the 
coal fields of Pennsylvania. 
Remember the people of Lu’bule who 
have lost much to fire and the people 
of Tunkhannock who have lost their 
church to floodwaters. 
Remember the Latino immigrants in 
the Diocese of Bethlehem and the 
displaced persons in the Diocese of 
Kajo Keji that they may prosper and 
know our love. 
We pray for the seven primary schools 
which have been put in our trust. 
We pray that the farmers of Kajo Keji 
and Bethlehem know good weather 
and plentiful crops. 
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We pray for the Mothers’ Union and 
the ECW and the bonds that join them. 
We pray for all widows, orphans and other 
victims of war, HIV/AIDS and poverty. 
We also offer our thanks for the 
strengthening of the Diocese of Kajo 
Keji’s administration, the rebuilding of 
schools and churches, and the progress 
of many other projects. 
Thank you for the ties that bind the 
Diocese of Bethlehem and Diocese of 
Kajo Keji which seek to overcome 
physical and economic differences and 
problems of distance. 
Bless us and keep us in your light. 
Make us mindful of your will. We 
offer this prayer in the name of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Professor of history and political science at 
Penn State’s Berks Campus and a member of 
our diocesan World Mission Committee, Dr. 
Randall Fegley of Christ Church, Reading, 
recently returned from Africa where he did 
college research in Rwanda and spent some 
time in Kajo Keji in southern Sudan. Randall 
has been a leader in our diocesan initiative 
with the people of our partnership Diocese of 
Kajo Keji in the Episcopal Church of the Sudan. 
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Sudan is Africa’s largest country, a third the size of the United States. Its 
northern two-thirds, the most prosperous and powerful areas, had raided the 
southern area for slaves for centuries. Until recently, in more than 50 years of 
post-colonial rule, the south has never participated in the power-sharing pro-
cess. Kajo Keji County is in the southernmost part of Sudan, along the border of 
northern Uganda. The region that includes Kajo Keji County is a diocese 
of the Episcopal Church of Sudan. The Diocese of Kajo Keji and the 
Diocese of Bethlehem formed a companion relationship in 2001. 

In the summer of 2004, a flood of refugees fled religious militants in northern 
Uganda and begged assistance from churches in their home country of Sudan 
when the drought-stricken area of Kajo keji was struggling to feed its own popu-
lation of 23,000. The refugees, who had fled initially to northern Uganda after 
being displaced by the ongoing Sudanese civil war, were eating leaves to survive. 

“We must act now to prevent people in Kajo Keji from starving to death,” 
Bishop Paul Marshall wrote at that time on our diocesan internet lists.  Local 
churches responded immediately to make a miracle in August. During the low-
est month of the church year, some $70,000 was collected to stave off starva-
tion. “The first shipments of food reached Kajo Keji in time to prevent mass 
starvation,” Bishop Paul wrote later in his pastoral letter of thanks, “and the funds 
we provided will continue to feed the refugees for the immediate future.” 


